
The Sharpshooters hosted shooters from Virginia, NY and Penn-

sylvania for their regional YHEC competition at the Chemung 

County Rod and Gun Club on June 2nd and 3rd. Concurrently, The 

Chemung County Young Guns 4-H shooting club had their annual 

clover shoot. We are fortunate to have 2 different opportunities 

for youth to get involved in firearm education and competition.  

While most of the kids are involved in both groups, each has 

its own merits. The 4-H club is available to youth as young 

as 8 years old, who can learn archery and air rifle skills. 

When the kids reach 12 years of age, they learn muzzle 

loader, .22 rifle and shotgun skills. 4-H also has tremendous 

opportunities for the youth, such as career days at Cornell, 

college scholarships and the opportunity to participate in the 

State Fair. The YHEC group requires the participant to have 

passed a Hunter’s safety course and is a bit more competi-

tive. It also includes orienteering, wildlife ID, hunter’s safety 

trail and a hunter’s safety exam, in addition to  the shooting 

disciplines.  

Highlights from this year’s competition include the fact that 

Sullivan’s Sharpshooters took the top 4 over all scores in 

the senior division with Josh Askey being the overall winner, 

followed by Kyle Strong, Tyler Wilkinson and Kendra Lathrop. 

Tyler was the overall winner in the rifle and hunter safety 

exam competitions, Kyle took home  the gold in the archery 

and shotgun competitions and Josh won the wildlife ID,    

muzzle loader and orienteering competitions.  

In the Junior Division, Zach Reese was second overall and Kylie 

Edwards took the bronze. Zach took the overall top score in orien-

teering and wildlife ID.  

Many thanks again to the folks at the Chemung County Rod and 

Gun Club for hosting the event. 

 

The Sharpshooters took a 

skeleton team to Shickshinny, 

PA on May 21, 2012 to com-

pete in a regional shoot.  A 

number of newer shooters 

made the trip to get a taste of  

competition in preparation for 

the national competition in 

July. Competitive shooting is 

much different than shooting 

off a few rounds at the range 

or in practice and experience 

is the key.  In addition to the 

newer shooters gaining com-

petitive experience, we also 

brought home some hardware. 

Zach Reese took 1st in the 

rifle competition and Josh 

Askey took 1st in the shotgun 

competition.  

Sullivan’s Sharpshooters pose with shooters from Virginia and    

Pennsylvania at the Chemung County Rod and Gun Club 
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For the second year in a row, our 

friends at Thunder Ridge extended an 

invitation for the team to shoot a free 

round at their course in preparation 

for the national competition. The kids 

spent 3 hours on a warm Sunday 

morning at  the facility honing their 

skills. Sporting clays seem to be the 

kids overall favorite of the 8 disci-

plines that they will be shooting in 

Mansfield. The coaches can not find 

the words to thank the folks at Thun-

der ridge for this generous donation of 

their facility and clay targets. The team 

has no idea what type of course will be 

set up at the national shoot and the 

variety of presentations given at this 

type of facility goes a long way toward 

preparing them to defend the second 

place finish they earned last year.  

from the US and across the 

globe, he discussed various 

attributes about the animals 

and taught the kids about ecol-

ogy and conservation. Every-

one agreed that the instruction 

was well worth the trip. The 

Sharpshooter’s extend a 

hearty “Thank You”  t o Mr. 

Coe and Cabela’s. 

~~~~ Thanks to our Sponsors ~~~~ 
 

As we prepare for the national shoot in Mansfield, we can not help 

but reflect on how we got where we are today. We are very fortunate 

to have a core group of dedicated young women and men who take 

their sport seriously. They willingly practice in the humidity of sum-

mer through sub zero temperatures in the winter. On top of this, they 

also participate in fundraisers, go to school, compete on various 

school athletic and academic teams, as well as band, theater and a 

number of other activities. Of equal importance, we are blessed to 

have a group of parents who are equally as enthusiastic and dedicated 

to their child’s chosen sport. Fundraisers, such as spaghetti dinners, 

chicken barbeques, candy bar sales and shooting events are all 

planned and run by the parents and friends of the team. In addition to 

a great group of shooters and parents, perhaps the greatest blessing of 

all is you, the team sponsors. While we have dedicated people at our 

core, there is simply no possible way that our group would be as 

successful as it is without the generous donations of time, funds, 

equipment and practice facilities that all of you so willingly share. As  

we prepare for nationals, we are very aware of where the funding for 

shells, targets and equipment has come from. The kids will be putting 

their skills on display at Mill Cove the week of July  23-27. You are 

all welcome to come see what your generosity has created.  

Not letting the cold of Winter 

slow them down, the Sharp-

shooters chartered a bus and 

traveled t o Cabela’s in Ham-

burg, PA, where retired wildlife 

conservationist  Tom Coe was 

waiting. He took the kids 

around the store to the wildlife 

displays that have made the 

store famous. Not only did he 

identify the various animals 
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The team learns about African wildlife at Cabela’s  

Damon Smith shoots at Thunder Ridge 


